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SUB J : COMPETITION FOR ALUMINUM SMELTER PLANT AT SKAWINA 

1 . TRYBUNA LUDU OF MAY 2 REPORTS THAT, DURING THE VISIT TO 
CANADA OF MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE OLSZEWSKI. THE CANADIAN 
EXPORT DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION INDICATED ITS READINESS TO FINANCE 
EXPORTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN ALUMINUM-SMELTING PLANT IN 
SKAWINA. ALTHOUGH THE ARTICLE DOES NOT MENTION CANADIAN COMPANIES 
WHICH MIGHT BE CONTENDING FOR THIS CONTRACT. CANADA COULD BE 

AN ADDITIONAL SOURCE OF COMPETITION TO U.S. FIRMS. 

2. WE WOULD APPRECIATE COMMERCE'S CONTACTING ALCOA (EDWARD WHITE) 
CONCERNING THE STATE OF PLAY ON THIS DEAL. ALCOA WAS TO HAVE 
PRESENTED A REVISED BID DURING MARCH FOR MODERNIZATION AND AN 
80,0()0-TON EXPANSION OF THE SMELTER AT SKAWINA. WE WOULD LIKE 

TO LEARN WHEN ALCOA EXPECTS THE POLES TO SIGN A CONTRACT FOR 
THE SMELTER AND ALCOA'S GENERAL OUTLOOK ON THE PROJECT BEFORE 
DISCUSSING IT AGAIN WITH CENTROZAP. IT WOULD ALSO BE HELPFUL 
TO KNOW WHETHER ALCOA HAS APPLIED FOR A PRELIMINARY COMMITMENT 
FROM EXIM. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 
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